The Ecosystem Approach (EcAp)

Background 
The Barcelona Convention and the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) define the ecosystem approach as “a strategy for the integrated management of land, water and living resources that promotes conservation and sustainable use in an equitable way". It goes beyond examining single issues, species, or ecosystem functions in isolation. Instead, it recognizes ecological systems for what they are: rich mixes of elements that interact with each other continuously. This understanding is particularly important for coasts and seas, where the nature of water keeps systems and functions connected.

At their 15th meeting, (Almeria, 2008), the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention have adopted the Ecosystem Approach and agreed on a road map for its implementation. They committed to implement it progressively in the Mediterranean, with the ultimate objective of achieving the Good Environmental Status (GES) of the Mediterranean Sea.
Moreover, the Contracting Parties consider the EcAp as an overarching priority cutting across the thematic areas of the 5-year Programme of Work (Marrakech, 2009).  

The Ecosystem Approach is also a way of making decisions in order to manage human activities sustainably. It recognizes that human's activities both affect the ecosystem and depend on it. Thus, it aims to improve the way human activities are managed for the protection of the marine environment.

The EcAp governance   
The Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention agreed on a roadmap for the implementation of the Ecosystem Approach, adopted in 2012. It is a seven-step process for moving towards a more effective ecosystem-based management, and responding to this shared Ecological Vision for the Mediterranean: "A healthy Mediterranean with marine and coastal ecosystems that are productive and biologically diverse for the benefit of present and future generations". 

In light of the above, the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention developed a set of Ecological Objectives (EO) and their correspondent common indicators, out of which, five are associated to SPA/RAC activities: 
· EO 1: Biological diversity: Biological diversity is maintained or enhanced. The quality and occurrence of coastal and marine habitats and the distribution and abundance of coastal and marine species are in line with prevailing physiographic, hydrographic, geographic, and climatic conditions 
· EO 2: Non-indigenous species: Non-indigenous species introduced by human activities are at levels that do not adversely alter the ecosystem 
· EO 3: Harvest of Commercially exploited fish and shellfish: Populations of selected commercially exploited fish and shellfish are within biologically safe limits, exhibiting a population age and size distribution that is indicative of a healthy stock 
· EO 4: Marine food webs: Alterations to components of marine food webs caused by resource extraction or human-induced environmental changes do not have long-term adverse effects on food web dynamics and related viability 
· EO 5: Sea floor integrity: Sea-floor integrity is maintained, especially in priority benthic habitats 

*Relevant links 
· EcAp-Med I project
· EcAp-Med II project

*Documents 
· Decision IG.17/6 on “Implementation of the ecosystem approach to the management of human activities that may affect the Mediterranean marine and coastal environment” 
· Decision IG.20/4 on “Implementing MAP ecosystem approach roadmap: Mediterranean Ecological and Operational Objectives, Indicators and Timetable for implementing the ecosystem approach roadmap adopted by the Contracting parties to the Barcelona Convention” 
· Decision IG. 21/3 on "The Ecosystem Approach including adopting definitions of Good Environmental Status (GES) and targets" 
· Decision IG.22/7 on "Integrated Monitoring and Assessment Programme of the Mediterranean Sea and Coast and Related Assessment Criteria (IMAP)" 

*Publications 
· Integrated Monitoring and Assessment Programme of the Mediterranean Sea and Coast and related Assessment Criteria (IMAP)

*Media
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sR5wE0kB_rc This short-animated film presents the Ecosystem Approach in the Mediterranean (also available in French).
· https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLfRr5bzuUaLWPcd1qhJfxY14TbUw7gAZu 
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